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held in the West, and indeed wherever the " soul"
theory is in vogue, are the continuation of memory
and the consciousness of identity. The " soul/' in
flying away from the body, is supposed, by those
hypotheses, to carry with it the memory of these
things at least which It recollected when in the body
(and even, in some writers, of things which it had
then forgotten), and to retain quite distinctly the
sense of personal identity. The " soul " then en-
ters upon a new life, either of weal, or of woe; and
though there has of late years been much discussion
whether the life of woe is permanent or not, there
is no question either as to the permanence or the
happiness of the life of those who are supposed to
have entered the state of bliss. All this would be
denied by the Buddhists. There is no passage of a
" soul " or of an " I " in any sense, from the one life
to the other, Their whole view of the matter is inde-
pendent of the time-honored soul theories, held in
common by the followers of every other creed. The
only link they acknowledge between the two beings
(in the one existence and in the next) who belong
to the same series of Karma, is the Karma itself.
The new existence is never either absolutely per-
manent or absolutely free from sorrow. And it is not
a future life of the same being, but a new life of
(what we should call) another being. For there is